
Creative arts & Cultural crafts 
Teacher: mrs. Tomasello  
Room: L-17  Office hours: mon and 
Wednesday 
Email:ktomasello@starpointcsd.org 

 

Creative Cultural arts is a class that will allow you to: 
● Explore a variety of art materials as used by different cultures. 
● Discover cultural contributions to the arts. 
● Critique and analyze art. 
● Create art that combines cultural traditions in new and exciting ways.  

 

Possible Units of Study  
Mexico and Dia De Los Muertos  
India and Mehndi (body art using henna)  
Mandalas from around the world  
China and silk painting 
Native America and Cherokee basket 
weaving 
Japan and paper quilling  
Turkey and paper marbling (Ebru) 
Chile and rainsticks 

Germany and Die Brücke linocut artists  
Greece and theatrical masks and/or 
storytelling through vases 
Egypt and Canopic Jars, jewelry design, 
cartouches, hieroglyphics  
Guatemala and worry dolls  
Africa and mask making, kente cloths 
(Ashanti people of Ghana) 
Australia and aboriginal dot painting  

                        Other (and there are many more options!)  
  
Supplies needed 
Pencil, Eraser, Pocket Folder for handouts, notes, and classwork  
 
Classroom Expectations and Rules 
You must follow the same rules in this class as outlined in the student handbook.  Respect 
for the teacher, peers, yourself, and your art is expected. Consequences for breaking 
the rules depend on severity of situation.  

● Be on time. If you arrive late to class without a pass, you will be assigned an after 
school detention with me on the following Monday or Wednesday.. If you fail to 
show up, a referral will be written. 

● Keep your phone off and out of sight unless you have my permission to use it for 
for a project.  

● Use appropriate, respectful, non vulgar language at all times. 
● Keep negative comments to yourself. NO ENERGY VAMPIRES!  
● Try new things and don’t get discouraged.  
● See mistakes as an opportunity, not as a reason to be upset.  
● Clean up after yourself and respect the art room and materials.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Die_Br%C3%BCcke


● Do not line up at the door before the bell rings.  
 
Late work Policy 
All projects have due dates.  Students will lose points if it is not finished unless lateness is 
due to legal absence or special circumstance. All students will have 2 office hour days to 
stay after school with me to finish work before it receives a grade reflecting partial 
completion.  
 

Grading 
Classwork, projects, written critique, participation and effort.  
 
The majority of your grade will be the average of your projects. Projects will be graded 
based on a rubric that you will receive at the introduction of the lesson. Be sure to 
check the rubric to make sure that you are achieving all requirements.  
 

Lastly, please remember to try new things in art and don’t be afraid of making mistakes. Do not 
get discouraged if your project doesn’t go as you thought it would. Please see it as a learning 
experience. None of us were born good at art. Those who you consider “a master” have practiced 
more than you, which also means they have made more mistakes than you. That is how we learn! 
Make “mistakes”, learn from it, and try again. :) 
 

“I have not failed. I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.”  
-Thomas Edison 

 
Our school policy is for all parents to read and sign the syllabus for each class. Please print your name and 

sign below. 
 

I have read and agree to the classroom expectations on this syllabus.  
 

Parent name: (please print) ______________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ____________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature: ___________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Parent(s),  

 

During Creative Arts and Cultural Crafts,  I plan to teach about a variety of different cultures in ways that give your 

children a unique experience. I’m hoping that through this course,  students will not only become more aware of 

different cultures but also become more accepting of diversity. Some cultures may do things that are not widely 

accepted in other cultures and it is up to you how you would like your child to participate in some of these 

educational experiences.  

 

For example, I would like to teach about Dia De Los Muertos, a holiday celebrated widely in 

Mexico to honor and remember their deceased loved ones. For part of this unit, I would like 

to teach them about traditional sugar skull face painting.  Students may learn this by 

painting on a photo of him/herself or by applying FDA approved face paints directly to their 

face. Which method do you approve of? 

 

❏ My child may paint on their photo only.  

❏ My child may paint on their face.  

❏ My child may choose. 

 
Another tradition I’d like to teach about is Mehndi. Mehndi has been a tradition in India for thousands of years and 

has been mostly used in wedding ceremonies used as decoration but also for the stress relief that the medicinal 

plant henna is believed to have. The word Henna in botanical terms is Lawsonia Enermis, a plant which grows to be 

4 to 8 feet high in hot climates. The leaves, flowers and the twigs of the plant are ground into fine powder 

containing natural dying properties called tannins. The powder is then mixed with hot water.  You have probably 

even seen henna artists at the mall and many vacation resorts around the world, including Disney World.  

 

However, the FDA only approves henna  as hair dye due to some allergic reactions that 

have been mainly linked to black henna. I would like to offer an opportunity in which 

your child can learn about Mehndi and use the all natural brown henna to draw designs 

on our hands.  This is commonly known as a henna tattoo and can last for up to a week. 

Of course there are other ways to learn about this unique tradition without applying it to 

our own skin but I would like to offer the traditional method as well as alternative 

methods.  If you are comfortable with this,  I would test a small spot on their skin the day 

before to ensure that they are not allergic. If you are not comfortable with this, that’s ok!) 

Please check below what you would prefer. 
❏ My child may use henna in class and can apply it directly to his/her skin. 

❏ My child may use henna in class to apply it to another student that has permission to wear it.  

❏ My child may not handle henna at all. Please have him/her practice the designs with marker or fabric pens 

on paper or fabric instead.  

❏ My child may choose the way he/she participates.  

 
I have read this letter and have given permission to the above marked boxes. 

Parent printed name: ______________________________________________ 

 

Parent signature: _________________________________________________  date: _______________ 

 
Thank you! I look forward to an exciting year with your kids! Kelly Tomasello  

  If you have any questions feel free to contact me: ktomasello@starpointcsd.org 


